SWEENY CIVIC CLUB 50 YEARS 1961

Brazosport Facts April 30, 1961

PROVIDE.S .E.OMMUNH' Y HOUSE_-_T_'
Sweeny Civic Club Is
Oldest Country Group

The Sweeny Clvic Club will ab-
serve its S0th anniversary ne x|
year. It iz the cldest orpanized
service club in the twwn, and per
haps the county for that matter,

The club's objects are now, and
| bave been since its Inception back
in 1912 — “To promote civic amnd
social improvermnents through o e
| ganized efforts, and to profsole
the interests and improvements of
ﬂ'ir townt of Sweeny.”

The club recently adopted the
promation of a comemunity haspi-
lal as one of this year's projects,
and in doing so voled to donate
HO0 toward this poal. They have
also gone on record as backing
the "City Beautification” program
adopted by the cily.

These, and other things the
club k= currently doing, i= com-
mon knowledge to the general
public, but few people know of
sofmie of the earller accomplish-
menls of the organization — and
(that the Civie Club got its name
\because its members were “up-
braided” by a minister's wife
shortly after jt was orgamized.

This interesting, though per -
haps a Uitle embarrassing, fact
was told the Facts reporter by
Mrs. Marie D. Ellis, one of the
seven charter members of  the
atganization and the club's ﬁr.sll
president,

Mrs, Ellis haz many memories
of the earlier day events aud
activities of the club




| For instance she and Mrs.
George Nugent rode in a horse-
drawn buggy daily for teo wesls
canvassing the district to obtain
signalures on a petition that al-
lowed the Sweeny school o be
claskified as an  independent
svhool district, and the organiza-
tion bought the first plano oamned
by the brand-new two-stary brick
school  building  constructed  in!
15817,

| Other women making up the list
of charter members besides Mrs,
MNugent and herself, included Mrs.
Paul Eades, Mrs. Joe DMeMNell,
Mri. George Bagley and Mre
Ocar  Joinet, '

Mrs. Ellis relates that the club
put on & play in Sweeny and Bra-
zoTia to raise money to make a
down payment on the piano. They
had ice cream socials to raise the
| balance of the moaney.

She gaid the women called their
organization the “Dorcas Needle
lwork Club” when they first iniat-
wl thelr regular meetings. This|

e was chosen because they al.

i arr.ed whal ever hen' ~a

—_—-
fing they aappened lo be doing o

the moment with them to the club
meetings.

Their first “City Beasutification™
project was a bhig success, ghe
recalls, but as = result of the
'-‘*Eﬂtﬂﬁ'mupﬁmn:ﬂudhr
the minister's wife, and decided
'-'ﬂ"l’lﬂ-rli:ﬂ club's name. In|,
Iact, they were asked (o, she said.




‘| Ihe story goes like this —"We|
'Just called our project an old|

fashioned cleanup campaign.
' | Following an extremely dry sum-

.-llc;vermn.therewerepuud

' empty cans and trash everywhere,

'nnd the club members resolved to
'/do something about it.”

——

‘event, and they asked two Bay
and

fCi(y fiddlers to come over
play for a dance that night.”

. "Most all of the families stayed
'an and danced and had a real
‘good time, and the women of the
¢lub were feeling pretty smug
about the tasks that had been ac-
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