CO NVE RSATI O N S By Maxey Brooke (1913-1995) Editing Basil Shannon basil_shannon@yahoo.com
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MRS BANNISTER AGE 14 (ABOUT 1912) RIDES HER HORSE OLD OCEAN TO SWEENY TO GET THE MAIL
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HOMLIEST WOMAN IN BRAZORIA COUNTY JILTS WILLIAM SWEENY 1855-1923
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GUNSHOTS ON MAIN STREET.....EDWARD HANEY SWEENY 1846-1923
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SEVEN BRIDGES OVER SAN BERNARD? ED SWEENY STOPS TRAFFIC
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ROSCOE
Maxey Brooke

Cathy Lewis, girl reporter extraordinaire, called me
one morning.

"You're supposed to be an authority om Sweeny. I want
to test you."

"Shoot. "

"4 friend of mine has written a book about her father,
Roscoe Cade, who is supposed to live in Sweeny. Do you know
him?"

"The name is familiar, but I don't know anything about
him, But I could ask around, if you like.,"

“Wolud you? And call me back?"

"A pleasure."” :

*Thank you. G'bye."

That afternoon, I made a short safari around town. My
first stop was the Post Office. Mrs. Alexander was at the desk,

"Do you know Roscoe Cade?" I asked.

"Do I know Roscor Cade. I should think I doi"

"Pell me about him."

"Well, let me see. He's kinda tall and skinney. He

" doesn't have a tooth in his head and he's deaf as a post.
He reminds me of my grandfather, always telling stories, and
he's pretty plain spoken. I mean, he uses a lot of very
crude words. He lives over on Pecan Street and has a hog

farm out at Hasima, It's one of the more fragrant places in

Braxoria County.
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Roscoe 2

"He comes in here ‘two or three times a week. Since his
wife died, about a year ago, he spends most of his time at
Milt's Minimart. You need to takl with Britten Sewell.”

I went on to the garage and asked Lec Findley,

"ihat do you know about Roscoe Cade?"

"Oh, he's about eighty-five and lives a coulpa blocks
from here. He spends mogt of his time over at Milt's Minimart.
Before his wife died, last year, he gpent a lot of his time at
his hog farm.

"He's got a boy, Lee, who uged to work for Phillips and
lives over in Brazoria now. I think the old man used to be
in the trucking business.

"He wears a hearing aid and pretends to be deaf. But I
think he hears everything he wants to hear. He's always
telling somé gstory or other. If you want to know about
Roscoe Cade, talk to Brittan Sewell."

And so it went. Everyone I talked to agreed that he was
always telling a story. But, when a asked about them, not

one person could remember a single story that Roscoe Cade told.
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WHILE HIS STORIES ARE FORGOTTEN, HIS STORY IS NOT. RIP

Birth: Aug. 26, 1896
Brownsboro
Henderson County
Texas, USA

Death: Nov. 13, 1993
Sweeny
Brazoria County
Texas, USA

Graveside services for Roscoe Cade, 98, of Sweeney were held Monday 2 p.m. at the Sweeny Cemetery with Doyle W.
McCarney officiating.

Mr. Cade died Saturday, November 13, 1993 at the Sweeny House.
Burial was in the Sweeny Cemetery.

Survivors include a son, Lee and Irene Cade of Cold Springs; a daughter, Bonnie and John McLaren of Trinity; a brother Roy
Cade of Houston and eleven gandchildren.
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Maxey Brooks wrote articles about many ole time people of Sweeny, one of which was Roscoe
Cade in his later years.

Maxey reminded us that Roscoe lived on an extension of Staggs Road that followed the railroad
toward Hasema and had a hog farm there where he took the left-over food from all three
school cafeterias and fed it to his hogs.

If you saw Roscoe in Sweeny he remaindered you of Jeb Clampett on the TV Series “"Hollywood
Hillbillies".

According to his obituary Roscoe was born on the 26™ of August of 1896 in Brownsboro,
Henderson County, Texas, the son of John Wesley Cade and Mittie Holiman. Roscoe died in
Sweeny, at the Sweeny House on the 13™ of November 1993 and is buried in the Sweeny
Cemetery next to his wife Gladys who passed away 6 years earlier.

Survivors include a son, Lee and Irene Cade who had two children that attended Sweeny High
School. A daughter, Bonnie and husband John McLaren who were living in Trinity during the time
of Roscoe's death.

Roscoe's family goes back nine generations to Robert Cade when he arrived in Virginia in 1647.
"The Cade Chronicles” by Robert Talley, describe the family in great detail including the
American Revolution in Georgia.a

Unanswered question...Where is the book the friend wrote about Roscoe?
"o friend of mine has written a book about her father,
Roscoe Cade, who is supposed to live in Sweeny. Do you know

him?"
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before, but my dad had so many notebooks around. Did this come from the
library in Sweeny? | know that when my folks moved to Dallas, they really
cleaned house on a lot of things, including those notebooks. The ones he
kept, | got after he passed in 1995, This group of notebooks he titled "But
Liars Figure”, turning the phrase "Figures never lie”, and they are pretty dry
reading unless you happen to be interested in Crypt Arithmetic, Fibanoci
numbers, odd sequencing, pyramidic equations, etc. I'm sure his book
“Probems in Crypt Arithmetic” was sourced from these notebooks.

12 hrs - Unlike - 5 3

- Basil Shannon James Brooke, this was found in records of the long since
disbanded Sweeny Historical Society by Bill Long. Hope we find more of your
dad's work around town.

Just now - Like

. James Brooke Thanks for posting....| hadnt seen most of that particular text
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