Main Street Buildings Torn Down 1957 NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

Two old buildings on Sweeny Main Street torn down including the 1st real estate office from when city was founded
in 1911 (Thanks Charlene Finley for sharing this historical item.) Comments? Basil Shannon
basil_shannon@yahoo.com

This huilding erected in 1911 was Sweeny's first real "}
estate office. The prospectus printed at thai time offered
for sale Ten-acre suburban garden farms—ierms »f sale’
$3.90 per acve cash, or paymenis at three months' periods
irom purchase dafe. Ven pereent discount deducted from
listed price for all ¢ash. In 1833, Will snd Thomas Sweany
purchased the land where Sweeny is Jocated for 21.00 :wr
acre, Just rvecently, the mnmml lraw aione brmz,,ht. the
ounen $10G per acire.
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The Real estate office in the article was located where the city park now stands (#2 on Map).
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PAGE 12

Sweeny Eagles Move
For Face Up-Litting

Making way for continual
growth of Sweeny two Mamn}
Streetl buildings were razed this
weeN, .

The buiidings were In suca}.
bad state of repair that they;
had been unoccupied for severaj |’
vears, and every civic-minded!]’
person in ftown were elated|
when workmen began the job
nf cdismantling the old struc-}
tures.

ress

However, a few old-timers}
tan remember when one of the
old buildings was the center{
nf activity and housed tae
first real estate agency here.|
And, they can also remember
the bold lettering on the roof
of the building that proclaimed

~-‘S0il richer than the Valley
of the River Nile.”




This was what the inter-
nztional experts had said at the
Paris Exposition ‘when samples
nf the Sweeny zo0i]l wasg entered
in 1805 where it won first prize
for fertility and germinating
power.

- The Industrial Land Com-
pany, with offices in the Scan-
lan Building in Houston, es-
tablished the branch office
here In 1911, and issued 2
prospectus that woula wmake
“Texas Brags’ socund like a
mild document. |

~ Herbert D. Hurd was presi-
dant of the eompanv and
they took over 14900 acres of
land and set abnut developing
the town of Svweeny And, also
letting the world know of the
opportunities offered in the
fertile soil of this Gul! Coast
ares,



In the prospecius which eall-
ed Sweeny *A New Important
Business Town” also pointed
out —— “The settlement and
euitivation of the 14,000 acre
traef alone will support a econ-
ziderable town st Sweeny, and
alrendy trade comes there from
a2 rading of ten 0 a dozen
miles.”

4

Bome of the other advantages
prociaimed by Mr Hurd in-
cluded “Big artesian wells, puwe
waier at & shailow depih, a,
most wonderful deposit of vege~,

table formation, com and ale

e e o=

faifa land, and eotton land that
yieids a bale an acre. y



It also boasted of the Bf.
!Louist Brownsville & Mexico
railroad that traversed and
| comrmands the Gulf Coast esun-
try of Texas. “The location of
the tract and the town of the
short-line international railway,
means that its shipping faecili-
ties will improve constantly
The opening of the intracoastal
rcanal  will enable planters,
using the Bernard river to haul
their ¢crops by water if desired,
to market at Galveston or
Houston.

Mr Hurd predicted that the
town of Sweeny “which todsy
has only a store, a cotton gin,
and a saw mill, wi'l Become 3.
thriving town of 500 to 1,000
people within five years”




Like Will and 'I';&a.omasi
Sweeny, who carvied a load of’
niules to Tennessee 1in 183z)§
where they sold them for'g
enough money 1o pur-
chase iwo granis of land m;
Texas at $1.00 per acre (which
in the townsite of Sweeny),i
Mr Hurd had dreams of great
wealth in this area. But both
'uew thinking of aoricultural
wealth, never drearning, we
feel sure, that the cultivation|
 0f the fertile lands would be!
laid aside for the “Black Gold”
that would come #from under-
| neath the zo0il.

However Will and Thomas
Sweeny and niany of the “‘orie
| ginal 3007 who settled in Bra-
zotta County were not
disappointed in the rich farm-
lands., Neither was Mr Hurd,
,l'who fifty years later pro-
claimed the fertile woil of
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tnis week, wiil soon fade into

Sweeny, and long after the
large plantation homes and.
slave ecultivated vast acres was|
an era of the past, truck-farm-
ing, packing and shippingy
sheds, fruit and pecan crops]
prospered the people who made
their living from the soil.
The oll field and its develop-
ment has brought a new era
of prosperity 1o Sweeny and
many landmarks, such as the
buiidings that were torn down

memory, but the prediclions o..f;
these early seitlers such as!
“An Important Business Town’
g as {rue todav as it was 100
or 50 years agn. }

The iown of Sweenv still
offers unlimited resourses to
those who live here, andéd many




possihilities of growtl and ex- |
pansion yet remain 16 be tap-
ped by the vizion and dreams®
of 1fs citizens who dare to be
sx nold and boastful of its ase

sely &8 wete 1tg foundiers angd.
carly geitiora
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The exact date of the article is not known but it must have been in December 1957 since the
above ad sends out best wishes for 1958. 208 2nd street is the current location of 1st State
Bank of Louise so 204 might be about where their drive-thru lanes are located.






