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Partial book scan contributed by  Michael S. Pierce. It was privately published in 1931 
and was written by one of the men who owned the contracting company which built the 
railroad into south Texas in the early 1900s. The chapter covers the building of the 
railroad between Algoa (red pointer on map below), SE of Alvin on Hwy 6 thru Brazoria 
county to Bay City. The last page has a short paragraph about Sweeny. 
 
 
 

 

The book also discusses an earlier railroad called the Columbia Tap, an 1861 extension of a the 

Houston  Tap  railroad, into East Columbia on the Brazos River. It was largely built by the sugar 

cane and cotton planters in Brazoria county using their own money, equipment and labor 

force in order to get their products to the Houston market. Brazoria County contributed 

$100,000. 

For more information see 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houston_Tap_and_Brazoria_RailwayAlso read about the Brazos 



& Bernard Railroad & Plank Company which was going to build a railroad or wooden plank 

road from Brazoria across the bottoms to the San Bernard River and operate a ferry.  

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


