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From Charlene Finley: B. W. Richardson moved to Lane City area around 1907 or 08; 

Lane City is not too far from Bay City, where they went next. They would have 

moved to Chance's Prairie sometime in 1910 or 1911 to the John Sweeny Jr. 

plantation, because 1911 was the year my Dad was born there; his parents 

lived in a slave cabin and his grandparents, B W Richardson's rented the big 

house from Judge Holland (Wesley Mastin Holland/Musetta Sweeny). So they 

all lived there and farmed until moving to Hasima in late 1912. I remember 

distinctly my grandmother, Lemma, talking about living there, which would be 

John Sweeny Jr. (See Old Ocean Fades Into History) place pretty long before 

the area became known as Old Ocean, as we now know it.  

B.W. Richardson born Oct. 14,1856, in Tallapoosa Co., Al to Robert and Agnes Cook Richardson. 

Married Hixie Adella Meadows, born Nov. 22, 1861 in same co. as B. W. They married 

in Dec. 29, 1881. Twelve children were born to them, one of them was named 

Benjamin Roe, who had the son that's on the birth certificate. The young son. Five of 

their sons served in WW 1. They came to Magnet, TX , then moved close to Van Vleck, 

then to Chances Prairie on Judge Holland's place to farm there until 1912, when they 

moved to Hasima. He died in 1928 and was buried in Sweeny. His wife died in 1942 

and also buried in Sweeny. Don't know why a stone for this young grandson was 

placed there near his grandfather. 

http://sweenytexashistory.com/index.php/places/old-ocean


 
John Sweeny Jr plantation home 

 

 
1 Benjamin Washington Richardson b: 14 Nov 1856 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, 

Alabama, d: 06 Oct 1928 in Hasima, Brazoria County, Texas, Burial: Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, 

Brazoria County,Texas   
+ Hixie Adella Meadows b: 22 Nov 1861 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, m: 19 Dec 

1881, d: 09 Jun 1942, Burial: Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria County,Texas  

 
ancestry.com 

 
findagrave.com Sweeny cemetery 



 
findagrave.com Sweeny cemetery. Small stone grandson  

...2 James Arthur Richardson b: 11 Aug 1883 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, d: Abt. 

1893 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, Burial: Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery, 

Fishpond, Alabama  
...2 Walter Lucee Richardson b: 04 Aug 1885 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, d: 08 

Sep 1947, Burial: Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria County,Texas   
+ Alma Pauline Meadows b: 19 Apr 1881, d: 24 Jul 1969 in Clute, Brazoria County, Texas, Burial: 

Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria County,Texas  

 



findagrave.com Sweeny cemetery 
  

......3 Walter Morris Richardson b: 03 Feb 1917 in Lane City, Wharton County, Texas, d: 20 May 2008 in 

Houston, Harris County, Texas  
+ Minnie Lucille Gibbs b: 23 Dec 1910 in Yarrellton, Milam County, Texas, m: 05 Sep 1936 in Bay 

City, Matagorda County,Texas, d: 28 Nov 2004 in Houston, Harris County, Texas   
.........4 Donald Morris Richardson b: 02 May 1942, d: 29 Jan 2007 in Houston, Harris County, Texas 

+ Sherry LaRue Williams m: 17 Jul 1965   
......3 James Wilburn Richardson b: 17 Nov 1918 in Hasima, Brazoria County, Texas, d: 04 Nov 1996 in 

Matagorda County, Texas, Burial: 06 Nov 1996 in Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria 

County,Texas……………………..Not shown on findagrave.com Sweeny cemetery  
+ Loydale  

.........4 James Walter Richardson 

+ Lisa  
............5 Matthew Christopher Richardson   
...2 Lemma Agnes Richardson b: 02 Jan 1887 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, d: 19 Oct 

1983 in Matagorda County, Texas, Burial: Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria County,Texas  
+ George Thomas Lester Sewell b: 24 Nov 1877 in Chattooga County, Georgia, m: 28 Dec 1908 in 

Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas, d: 24 Jan 1954 in Hasema, Matagorda County, Texas, Burial: 

25 Jan 1954 in Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria County,Texas  

 
findagrave.com Sweeny cemetery 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE SEWELL FAMILY TREE 

 
...2 Benjamin Roe Richardson b: 04 Nov 1888 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, d: 31 

Jan 1929 in Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas, Burial: 01 Feb 1929 in Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, 

Brazoria County,Texas   
+ Bernice Mae Sewell b: 26 Apr 1904 in Caldwell County, Texas, m: Bef. 1923, d: 07 Apr 1993 

in Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas  



 
…...3 Benjamin W Richardson b: 26 May 1921, d: 3 Nov 1936 in VanVleck, Matagorda, Texas of 

ruptured appendix. Buried Sweeny cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria County, Texas by grandparents  

 
findagrave.com Sweeny cemetery 

 
ancestry.com 

  
......3 Marvin B Richardson b: 08 Aug 1923 in Matagorda County, Texas, d: 04 Oct 1983 in 

Brazoria, Brazoria County, Texas, Burial: Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria 



County,Texas 

  
......3 Melvin B. Richardson b: 08 Aug 1923 in Matagorda County, Texas, d: 21 Dec 2000 in 

Wharton, Wharton County, Texas, Burial: 23 Dec 2000 in Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, 

Brazoria County,Texas  

  
......3 Hazel Bernice Richardson b: 16 Oct 1925 in Pledger, Matagorda County, Texas, d: 21 Dec 1965 

in Matagorda County, Texas, Burial: Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas   
+ Otis Denman Bickham b: 29 Nov 1909 in Franklinton, Washington Parish, Louisiana, m: 02 

Jun 1946 in Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas, d: 14 Aug 1994   
.........4 Janis Carol Bickham b: 05 Mar 1957 in Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas, d: 20 Dec 1976 

in Georgetown, Williamson County, Texas   
.........4 Paul Denman Bickham b: 14 Dec 1958 in Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas + 

Sandra Reyes b: 1963, m: 06 Jun 1987 in Matagorda County, Texas  
............5 Kevin Paul Bickham b: 23 Mar 1993 in Houston, Harris County, Texas   
............5 Kara Janis Bickham b: 11 Jul 1995 in Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas   
......3 Garland Bruce Richardson b: 21 Mar 1928 in Matagorda County, Texas   

+ Mamie Idalue Coston b: 11 Jun 1928, d: 13 May 2010, Burial: 16 May 2010 in 

Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas  

.........4 Dennis Wayne Richardson b: 03 Feb 1948 in Bay City, Matagorda County, Texas  
+ Jacqueline Sue Penny m: 03 Dec 1971 in Matagorda County, Texas   
+ Amy J m: 25 Jun 1966 in Matagorda County, Texas   

.........4 Margry Yvonne Richardson b: 11 May 1953 in Bay City, Matagorda County, 

Texas + Terry Brown b: 1951, m: 01 Jan 1972 in Matagorda County, Texas   
............5 Nathan Brown  

+ Beth  
...............6 Zachary Brown 

+ Milton Charanza  
............5 Ashley Charanza + 

Boone Patterson  
............5 Mitchell Charanza   

+ Ashley  
.........4 Gaylon Frank Richardson b: 22 Aug 1954 in Bay City, Matagorda County, Texas, d: 25 Nov 

2015 in Austin, Travis County, Tesas, Burial: Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda 

County, Texas  
+ Rebecca Carol Dowden m: in Matagorda County, Texas  



............5 Taylor Elizabeth Richardson b: in Beaumont, Jefferson, Texas, USA  

  + Patricia Hudson m: in Matagorda County, Texas  
.........4 Susan Ruth Richardson b: in Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas + Bobby 

Bruno  
............5 Ross Bruno 
............5 Christopher Ryan Bruno   
............5 Jacob Bruno  

+ Kim  
......3 Benjamin Roe Richardson b: Nov. 4, 1888,Tallapoosa County, Alabama; d: 31 Jan 1929 in 

 Matagorda County, Texas, Burial: Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria County, Texas  

 

 
...2 Roddy Chester Richardson b: 19 Feb 1891 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, d: 

28 Mar 1922, Burial: Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria County,Texas  

  
...2 Maggie Lena Richardson b: 20 Sep 1893 in Alexander City,Tallapoosa County, Alabama, d: 23 Jun 

1983 in West Columbia, Brazoria County, Texas, Burial: Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, 

Matagorda County, Texas  
+ Perry James Reeves b: 27 Jun 1886 in Santuck, Elmore County, Alabama, m: 23 May 1910 in Bay 

City, Matagorda County,Texas, d: 08 Sep 1973 in Matagorda General, Bay City, Matagorda 

County, Texas, Burial: 09 Sep 1973 in Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagroda Count y, Texas   
......3 Maggie Lurline Reeves b: 03 Nov 1911 in Chance's Prairie, Brazoria County, Texas, d: 03 May 

1988 in Wharton, Wharton County, Texas, Burial: 05 May 1988 in Roselawn Cemetery, Van 

Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas   
+ Horace Way Pool b: 17 Jul 1897, m: 02 Jun 1930 in Houston, Harris County, Texas, d: 07 

Feb 1985, Burial: Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas   



.........4 Naomi Jeanette Pool b: 02 Jun 1932   

......3 James Therrell Reeves b: 12 Dec 1913 in Hasima, Matagorda County, Texas, d: 15 Nov 

2003, Burial: 19 Nov 2003 in Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas  
+ Helen Gould Smith b: 20 Oct 1914 in Ashwood, Matagorda County, Texas, d: 15 Sep 

2001, Burial: 17 Sep 2001 in Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas   
......3 Elva Reeves b: 05 Nov 1915 in Hasima, Brazoria County, Texas, d: 30 May 1917 in Hasema, 

Matagorda County, Texas, Burial: Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria County,Texas 

 
findagrave.com Sweeny cemetery  

......3 Marcus Gilbert Reeves b: 20 Oct 1921 in Hasima, Brazoria County, Texas, d: 05 Aug 1985 in 

Hasima, Brazoria County, Texas, Burial: Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, 

Texas  
+ Euta Faye Rayburn b: 07 Jan 1922 in Kountze, Hardin County, Texas, m: 15 Sep 1942 in 

Goodland, Sherman County, Kansas, d: 29 May 2015 in Hasima, Matagorda County, 

Texas, Burial: Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas   
.........4 Marcus Durell Reeves b: 13 Aug 1946, d: 14 Sep 1965 in Matagorda County, Texas, 

Burial: Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas   
.........4 James Rodney Reeves b: 04 Jan 1950, d: 31 Mar 2008 in Victoria, Victoria County, 

Texas, Burial: 04 Apr 2008 in Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas   
+ Deborah J. Hutson b: in Torrance, California, m: in California  

............5 Jennifer Sue Reeves b: in Brazoria, Brazoria County, Texas   
+ Tommy Dean Brannon b: in Lubbock, Lubbock County, Texas, m: in Lubbock, Lubbock 

County, Texas  

...............6 Anna Beth Brannon   

...............6 Sawyer Prescott Brannon b: in Lubbock, Lubbock County, Texas   

............5 James Gilbert Reeves b: in Wharton, Wharton County, Texas + Carla 

Anderson  
......3 Melvin Reeves b: 21 Jun 1923 in Hasima, Brazoria County, Texas, d: 27 Jun 1923 in Hasema, 

Matagorda County, Texas 
......3 Perry James Reeves b: 19 Sep 1924 in Hasema, Matagorda County, Texas, d: 07 Nov 1982 

in Wharton, Wharton County, Texas, Burial: 09 Nov 1982 in Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, 

Matagorda County, Texas  
+ Edwina Smith b: 12 Oct 1925 in Barsola, Cherokee County, Texas, m: 23 Apr 1947 in Sweeny 

, Brazoria County, Texas   
.........4 Donna Sue Reeves b: in Wharton, Wharton County, Texas   

+ Gary William Hales b: in Wharton, Wharton County, Texas, m: 03 Jan 1981 in Matagorda 

County, Texas  



............5 Christopher James Hales b: in Wharton, Wharton County, Texas  

............5 Gary Clayton Hales b: in Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas   
.........4 Jerry Reeves  

......3 Marion Levern Reeves b: 05 Jul 1927 in Hasima, Brazoria County, Texas, d: 06 Dec 1967 in 
West Columbia, Brazoria County, Texas, Burial: 08 Dec 1967 in West Columbia, Brazoria County, 
Texas  

+ Carolina Brock Gayle b: 22 Dec 1922 in Columbia, Brazoria County, Texas, d: 23 Aug 1979 

in West Columbia, Brazoria County, Texas, Burial: Old Columbia Cemetery, West Columbia, 

Brazoria County, Texas   
.........4 Mary Jane Reeves b: in Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas  

+ James DeLester Yelderman b: 04 Aug 1949 in Houston, Harris County, Texas, d: 16 Feb 

2002 in Richmond, Fort Bend County, Texas, Burial: Guy Cemetery, Guy, Fort Bend County, 

Texas  

............5 James DeLester Yelderman b: in Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas  

............5 Traci Lynn Yelderman b: 28 Feb 1971 in Rosenberg, Fort Bend County, Texas   
...2 Robert Gilbert Richardson b: 30 Dec 1894 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, d: 30 

Jun 1992 
+ Myrtle Lillian  

......3 Moses Lavon Richardson b: 13 Sep 1926 in Matagorda County, Texas   

......3 Ruth Bobby Richardson b: in Matagorda County, Texas  
...2 Bryant Jefferson Richardson b: 14 Oct 1895 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, d: 

25 Nov 1974 in Northwest Medical Center, Houston, Harris County, Texas, Burial: 27 No v 1974 

in Greenwood Cemetery, 
+ Maryland Estelle Galyean b: 1909 in Prentiss County, Mississippi   

......3 Margaret Estelle Richardson b: 26 Nov 1927 in Matagorda County, Texas   

......3 Bryant Jefferson Richardson b: 31 Mar 1931 in Matagorda County, Texas   

......3 Bettie Jean Richardson b: 03 Jun 1932 in Matagorda County, Texas   

......3 Thomas Milton Richardson b: 03 Mar 1935 in Matagorda County, Texas   

......3 Dorothy Lee Richardson b: 25 Nov 1936   

......3 Myron Miller Richardson   
...2 Joseph Samuel Richardson b: 08 Jun 1898 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, d: 21 

Jul 1989 in Wharton, Wharton County, Texas, Burial: Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda 

County, Texas  
+ Vades Odessa Underwood b: 26 Jun 1899 in Rosebud, Milan County, Texas, m: 14 Oct 1921, 

d: 18 Feb 1966 in Bethenia Hospital, Wichita Falls, Wichita County, Texas, Burial: 19 Feb 1966 

in Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas   
......3 Joseph Dewell Richardson b: 15 Aug 1922, d: 14 Dec 1973 in Houston, Harris County, 

Texas, Burial: Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas   
+ Betty Jean Kvach b: 15 Mar 1926, d: 21 Aug 2009 in Houston, Harris County, Texas,  

Burial: Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas   
.........4 Vades Darlene Richardson 

+ Druckhammer  
.........4 Joseph Duane Richardson   
.........4 Judith Ann Richardson   
......3 Kenneth Joice Richardson b: 05 Nov 1923, d: 29 Aug 2002 in Hasima, Matagorda County, 

Texas, Burial: 31 Aug 2002 in Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas  
+ Bessie Bruce McLeod b: 12 Nov 1931 in Velasco, Brazoria County, Texas, m: 11 Jan 1949  

.........4 Wanda Jean Richardson b: in Bay City, Matagorda County, Texas   
+ John Lawrence Redd b: in Sour Lake, Hardin County, Texas, m: 31 Jul 1971 in 

Matagorda County, Texas  

............5 Angie Lynn Redd b: in Houston, Harris County, Texas + Carroll  
...............6 Ashley Findley Carroll  
...............6 Logan Redd Carroll   
............5 Amy Lynn Redd b: 28 Jun 1978 in Houston, Harris County, Texas  



 
+ David Oscar Wohleber b: 28 May 1944 in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, d: 02 Jul 2004, Burial:  

06 Jul 2004  

.........4 Patty Lynn Richardson b: 07 Jun 1955 in Bay City, Matagorda 

County,Texas + Dale Wright   
............5 Patricia A. Wright   

+ Clifton K. Jenkins m: in Matagorda County, Texas 

..............6 Ryan Jenkins   
...............6 Nicholas Jenkins   
.........4 Joyce Gayle Richardson b: 24 Oct 1949 in Bay City, Matagorda County, Texas, d: 21 Sep 

2005, Burial: 01 Oct 2005 in Forest Park East, Webster, Galveston County, Texas  
+ Bobby Harold Walker b:, m: 17 Apr 1982 in Galveston County, Texas   

............5 Amanda Kay Walker b: in Galveston, Galveston County, Texas + Adams 

Meadows  

+ Royce Smith   
............5 Patricia Ann Smith b: in Bay City, Matagorda County, Texas   

+ Clifton Keith Jenkins b: in Bay City, Matagorda County, Texas, m: in Matagorda County, 

Texas  

...............6 Ryan Keith Jenkins b: in Bay City, Matagorda County, Texas   

...............6 Nicholas Andrew Jenkins b: in Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas  
......3 Frank Milton Richardson b: 01 Apr 

1929 + [unknown spouse]  
.........4 Linda Richardson  
.........4 Carol Ann Richardson   
.........4 Joe Richardson  

+ Jewell Pemberton Hardwick  
...2 Infant Twin Richardson b: 04 Mar 1900 in Alexander City,Tallapoosa County, Alabama   
...2 Moses Dewell Richardson b: 04 Mar 1900 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, d: 27 

Sep 1927 in Brazoria, Brazoria County, Texas, Burial: Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria 

County,Texas 

 
...2 Tenny Lucille Richardson b: 16 Aug 1902 in Alexander City, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, d: 24 

May 2000, Burial: Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria County,Texas  
+ William Clifton Sewell b: 1898 in Caldwell County, Texas, m: 16 Oct 1920, d: 07 Mar 1971 in 

Sweeny , Brazoria County, Texas, Burial: Sweeny Cemetery, Sweeny, Brazoria County,Texas  



 
findagrave.com Sweeny cemetery  

......3 James Clifton Sewell b: 18 May 1926 in Hasema, Matagorda County, Texas  
+ Eva Ora Lee Coston b: 29 Aug 1925 in Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas, d: 06 Sep 1996 

in Hasima, Matagorda County, Texas, Burial: 08 Sep 1996 in Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, 

Matagorda County, Texas  

.........4 Carolyn Lucille Sewell b: in Bay City, Matagorda County, Texas   
+ John Vance Lesikar b:, m: 30 Nov 1969 in Matagorda County, Texas, d: 15 Aug 2010 in 

Deer Park, Harris County, Texas  
............5 Frank Gary Lesikar b: 21 Aug 1973 in Pasadena, Harris County, Texas, d: 24 Oct  2004 in 

Bayshore Medical Center, Pasadena, Harris County, Texas, Burial: 29 Oct 2004 in 

Roselawn Memorial Park, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas   
............5 Ginny Lynette Lesikar b: 09 Jan 1979 in Pasadena, Harris County, Texas   
.........4 Peggy Lanette Sewell b: 20 Sep 1952 in Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas, d: 06 Oct 1974 

in Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas, Burial: Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda 
County, Texas  
+ Jimmy Eugene Walker b: 07 Jul 1951 in New Gulf, Wharton County, Texas, m: 16 Jun 1971 

in Matagorda County, Texas, d: 06 Oct 1974 in Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas, Burial: 

Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas   
.........4 James Glenn Sewell b: in Bay City, Matagorda County, Texas  

+ Brenda Gale Kaiser b: in Lavaca County, Texas, m: in Matagorda County, Texas  

............5 Jason Wayne Sewell b: in Bay City, Matagorda County, Texas   

............5 Kody Alan Sewell b: 24 Feb 1991 in Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas   

............5 Brandi Lynn Sewell b: 04 Oct 1995 in Bay City, Matagorda County,Texas   
......3 Earnest Carl Sewell b: 23 Jul 1929 in Hasema, Matagorda County, Texas  

+ Alta Fay Williams b: 04 Mar 1929 in Matagorda, Matagorda County, Texas, d: 03 Jun 1999 

in Sweeny , Brazoria County, Texas, Burial: 06 Jun 1999 in Matagorda Cemetery, 
Matagorda, Matagorda County, Texas  
.........4 Wesley Sewell  
+ Sandy 

.........4 Cheryl Sewell   
+ Mike Staton   

.........4 Janis Sewell   
+ David Ososkie   

.........4 Nanci Sewell   
+ Donnie Glover   

+ Euta Faye Rayburn b: 07 Jan 1922 in Kountze, Hardin County, Texas, m: 18 Sep 1999 in 

Sweeny , Brazoria County, Texas, d: 29 May 2015 in Hasima, Matagorda County, Texas, 

Burial: Roselawn Cemetery, Van Vleck, Matagorda County, Texas  


